COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 29th July 2003 there were present: -

Councillors
A M Lacey (Mayor)



         
Mrs J A Marrott (Deputy Mayor)



         
Mrs C Allaway-Martin



          
D J Atherley



          
C T Elsmore


                      
C Lusty



          
Mrs S K Merrikin



          
N W Penny

                                  
J Shaw


                      
M T Weston

 


P Chamberlain - County Councillor

 


Professor A Bensted - District Councillor

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillors C P Kay and R D Phelps,

District Councillors Mrs P Evans and M Meredith-Edwards, P C Rob Dix.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 24th June 2003 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations of interest.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

96 (a) 
GLOS CC – FENCING AT BELLS PLAYING FIELD

County Councillor P Chamberlain had advised that he had again been in touch with the County Council but that due to staff holidays he had been unable to follow the matter up.   He would be contacting the County Council again in the next few weeks. 

96 (b)
STREET LIGHTING – ROCK LANE

GlaxoSmithKline had written advising that the company would make a contribution of £600 towards the cost of erecting a street light.  The application for a Merit Assessment for Street Lighting showing matched funding could now be completed.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

97.
COLEFORD CEMETERY – GROUNDWORKS

Although seven companies had been asked to supply quotations for the work only two had responded.  Quotations were received from B K Jones of Pillowell and Ernest Heal & Sons, Broadwell.  The quotation from B K Jones was the lower. 

Resolved: To accept the quotation from B K Jones, Carpenter and Builder of Pillowell at a cost of £2400.

   

98.
PARISH SNOW WARDEN 2003/04

A request had been received from the County Council for notification of the Parish Snow Warden for the year.

Resolved: Cllr C Elsmore to carry out the duty of Parish Snow Warden for the winter season 2003/04.

99.
MILKWALL OPEN SPACE AND PLAY AREA

The correct re-setting of the cross-over chain on the Adventure Trail in the playground had been completed by Monmouthshire County Council who had also quoted a cost of £30 for monthly safety inspections.  Weekly documented visits to check the equipment were also required.

The grass-cutting contractor had reported that the Ash tree nearest the Playground appeared to be dead. 

Resolved: Monthly safety inspections to be carried out by Monmouthshire County Council at a cost of £30 per month and Deputy Mayor, Cllr Mrs J Marrott to make weekly documented visits on a temporary basis.

Resolved: A report on the condition of the Ash tree is to be obtained from the tree surgeon.

100.
COLEFORD AREA LOCAL COUNCIL FORUM – POLICING IN THE PARISH 

A letter had been received from the Forum inviting all parishes in the area to send a letter to the Chief Constable regarding policing in the parish.  A suggested letter was enclosed.

Resolved: A letter to be sent to the Chief Constable in the format suggested by the Forum.

101.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 8th July having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF1092/3/K (P977/03)

Construction of a new vehicular
Original concerns remain.

Land at Coalway Road,

and pedestrian access.

Coleford.


(Amended scheme).

DF12690 (P970/03)

Erection of a detached private
No objections.

4 Owen Gardens,


car garage.

Sunnybank,

Coleford.

DF3841/D/ADV (P988/03)
Erection of various illuminated
No objections.

One Stop,


and non-illuminated signage.

25 High Street,

Coleford.

DF1276/A


Revised Plans – Provision of
No objections.

5 Newland Street,


replacement shop front to match

Coleford.


existing, conversion of first floor/





second floor flat to form two one





bed flats.


FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/C/03/1109901

The White Hart Public House, Market Square, Coleford

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed and the enforcement notice is upheld with variations.

DF1374/V/ADV (P1025/03)
Erection of one internally 

No objections.

Job Centre Plus,


illuminated fascia sign and 

4 Mushet Walk,


three non-illuminated fascia

Coleford.


signs.

DF1092/3/L/AP (P1041/03)
Approval of reserved matters
No objections.

Land at 



for the erection of ten dwellings


Lords Hill


comprising of four detached and

Coleford



three pairs of semi detached 





dwellings together with associated





garaging/parking facilities.





Alterations to vehicular access.





(Treatment plant drainage).

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Town and County Planning Act, 1990

Appeal by: Mr. G. M. Dowler

Site: Land at Coalway Caravan Park, Coalway, Coleford, Glos

Development: Use of land for the stationing of an additional mobile home (28 units in total)

Planning Inspectorate Ref: APP/P1615/A/03/1121674                   Room No: 3/07 Kite Wing

Starting Date: 23rd July 2003

DF7990/C (P1061/03)

Variation of condition (C) of
*

Land adjacent to


DF7990/B/AP, to allow

2 Woodville Avenue,

limited use of service road.

Broadwell,

Coleford

*The Planning Officer’s attention has already been drawn to problems of people parking on the service road.  It has been brought to the attention of the Town Council that the parking areas are not being constructed in accordance to the approved Planning Application.

CORRESPONDENCE

102.
GLOS CC – EDUCATION – REVIEW OF YOUTH SERVICE FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE

The Clerk was requested to contact the County Council to request any documentation on the current service to enable comments to be made.  Cllr Mrs C Allaway-Martin will review the documentation on behalf of the Council. 

103.
GLOS CC – ENVIRONMENT – ANNUAL HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE & TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

Several Councillors wished to attend this meeting on 9th October.  The Clerk was instructed to add an item to the September Agenda to enable members to review the last meeting held with the County Highways Department before this seminar.

104.
GLOS CC – ENVIRONMENT –  GLOUCESTERSHIRE STRUCTURE PLAN 3RD ALTERATION 

Councillors requested that the report be passed to each member to read and report back at the next meeting.

105.
GLOS CC – ENVIRONMENT – COPY OF FURTHER LETTER TO 

MRS MACDONALD

Members noted the content of the letter.

106.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – AMENDED RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR MILE END CEMETERY.

The Councillors noted the receipt of the new Rules and Regulations.

107.
SECTION 106 AGREEMENT – RE STATION ROAD, MILKWALL

Four copies of the Agreement were given the Town Council seal and signed by the Mayor.  The District Council will oversee completion by all other parties.

108.
UNIVERSITY OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE – CAROL KAMBITES

Carol Kambites, a Research Student, had written offering the Town Council a return visit to report on her earlier research, which had included discussions with various Councillors.  The Clerk was instructed to invite Carol to present her report to a future meeting and to also invite those retired councillors who had helped Carol in her research.

109.
INLAND REVENUE MOBILE ENQUIRY UNIT

The Inland Revenue plan to visit Coleford with their mobile unit on 9th September 2003.

110.
P J & P D ADAMS
- MAINTENANCE COSTS
 - KGV FIELD & PARISH SEATS

Prices had been received from the above company to maintain the football pitches on the KGV field to match standard and an hourly rate for seat maintenance.  The prices would be evaluated before consideration at a later date.

111.
MR K NICHOLLS – GRAVES IN COLEFORD CEMETERY

Further letter received from Mr Nicholls detailing names on headstones of the graves about which he is concerned.  The Clerk was instructed to now investigate Mr Nicholls concerns.

112.
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER – ETHICAL FRAMEWORK REGULATIONS  

The new regulations for the processes after allegations of councillor misconduct were noted.

113.
COPY OF LETTER TO FODDC FROM BREAM HEALTH FORUM

Letter requesting consideration be given to allocating funds for ‘Health Services’ when discussions are held with the developers of land at Lydney.  This would aid funding of the development of phases 1 & 2 of the Feasibility Study to be carried out on the Lydney & District Hospital site, examining possible future development.

114.
COPY OF LETTER FORWARDED BY DIANA ORGAN MP

Ms Organ had forwarded a letter detailing a free and interactive website template for Parish and Town Councils.  The Clerk was instructed to provide the Coleford Partnership with a copy of the documentation. 

115.
DEFRA – RURAL SERVICES STANDARD 2003

Councillors noted the standards.

116.
FODDC – Meg Holborow, Managing Director

Ms Holborow wrote to advise that she had accepted the post of Chief Executive Officer at Torfaen County Borough Council and would be leaving the District Council in September.

117.
GLOS CC – ENVIRONMENT – INTEGRATED TRANSPORT UNIT

A letter of introduction had been received from the Publicity and Promotions Co-ordinator, Marian Bennun, including a request for information on all bus shelters owned by the Parish and permission to erect timetable displays on those shelters.  The Clerk was instructed to respond with the appropriate information.

118.
POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING 

Notice had been received regarding the next meeting to be held in Coleford on 19th August 2003.  Councillor D Atherley will attend.

 119.
FOREST VOLUNTARY ACTION FORUM

A Forum meeting would be held on 30th July to discuss the voluntary sector’s role in the emerging Local Strategic Partnership.  Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott would attend.

120.
GLOS MARKET TOWNS FORUM

An e-mail had been received with details of grant funding from Living Spaces.  Members noted that this fund was for support to help people make the most of local open spaces.

121.  
COPY LETTER FROM C BATH TO FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL
The content of Mr Bath’s letter regarding the Foul and storm sewerage system in Coleford Town was noted. Councillor J Shaw updated members on the current situation in his area of Newland. The Newland group was preparing a Risk Assessment on Health and Safety issues and Councillor Shaw advised that an open meeting would be planned in the near future to discuss the sewerage problems.

122.
COUNTRYSIDE AGENCY

Details of a roadshow to be held by the Countryside Agency advising on new walking rights in the countryside had been received.

123.
LINKLINE COMMUNITY ALARM SYSTEM

The Forest of Dean District Council’s Community Alarm system had been costed at £2.20 per week.  The neck pendant could be worn by anyone working alone in the office to ensure personal safety as once the pendant was pressed alarm would connect direct to the 24 hour staff in the Linkline control room. This item was requested to be placed on the agenda for August’s meeting.

124.
LETTER FROM SHANE BALL RE TROUGH BENEATH CLOCK TOWER

Shane Ball wrote suggesting that a barrier be erected along the top of the trough to discourage people from sitting on the trough.  The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr Ball advising that the Council would prefer to have more sturdy, prickly types of shrubs in the trough.  This would dissuade anyone sitting on the edges of the trough but would not be dangerous.    

125.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor M Weston reported the poor pathway from the Collies to the top of Newland Street and that the County Highways had not ear-marked this work in the foreseeable future.  County Councillor P Chamberlain advised that he would refer the matter to County Highways.

Councillor C Lusty advised that he had attended the opening of the Nags Head Reserve and had been very impressed with the works carried out.  The new centre blends in with its surroundings, is powered by solar energy and all materials and labour had been sourced from within a 25 mile radius.  The Centre was an excellent example of the RSPB and the Forestry Commission working together to produce an asset of which the area can be very proud.

Councillor N Penny updated members on the Coleford Partnership.  Theme groups were being used to take the strategies forward. Events and Tourism group was looking at year-round events, linking with the annual events already taking place and publicity and funding.  The Transport group was progressing well and the Co-ordinator was speaking with surrounding parish councils.  Life Long Learning group were meeting monthly, the Community Centre group was meeting with the County Council and other groups were making forward steps.  The slowest group was Youth Initiatives group and Simon Phelps was now working on this.  In addition, the web-site was under development.  The work to date had now been passed to the external consultants for comments.

Councillor Mrs S Merrikin reported on the grim state of the Pavilion at the King George V Playing Field.  Traders in the town and surrounding area had generously donated all the cleaning materials and paint and only nominal cost would be incurred. Councillors had cleaned and begun to paint the Pavilion and changing rooms. A new contract would be drawn up, each user group signing their own contract, and a meeting with Councillors and users of the facilities would take place before the signing of contracts to ensure everyone was clear as to their responsibilities. 

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin had attended the West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust Consultation Day at Forest Hills on the 10th July, entitled Keeping Local Health Services Local.  200 people were in attendance to discuss the Primary Care Strategy over the next 3 years. 10 items were scheduled for discussion with a further five items being added as a result of the consultation meeting.  Initial results, which should be produced at the end of August, would be reported back to the original group and an action Plan drawn based on Keeping National Health Services Local.  It was a very good consultation exercise.  

Councillor J Shaw had attended Genetically Modified Crops debate organised by Gloucestershire County Council as part of the public debate. 200 widely drawn attendees looked at the issues.  Doubts expressed included questioning whether safety assessment and regulatory systems work, would the introduction of GM foods cause more problems that they solve, would the EU impose GM foods on the UK, would consumers or producers benefit?

Many issues still had to be resolved, including the question of whether GM crops can co-exist with organic production, the potential harm to human health, possible effects on natural predators and the difficulties of established “polluter pays” principles to GM developments

Councillor D Atherley had attended a meeting with Gloucestershire Constabulary and representatives from town and parish councils on 2nd July.  Several Councillors raised vandalism and youth gangs as causing concerns.  Many of these instances had not been reported and the police asked that ALL matters requiring attention be reported even though an police officer was not needed to attend as this would indicate problem areas and enable the police to plan their strategies.  The police resources available and the ‘response times’ for attending incidents were explained.  In future police would only attend council meetings should Councillors request attendance in response to a particular problem. A Sergeant would attend. 

Councillor M Weston left the meeting at 8.55pm

A proposal by Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott, to extend the meeting to 9.15 was seconded by Councillor C Lusty.

Councillor Clive Elsmore had attended a County Highways meeting at Speech House.  The new team would be looking at roads in parishes and make decisions where and how to allocate resources.  It was important that these resources were fairly allocated.

           Councillor Mrs J Marrott advised that among the meetings and events she had  

           attended were:

 
Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum visit to Langport on the 4th July. 

Hill House, Coleford on 10th July for the Garden Party

Dancing through the Dean event was held on 12th July, a beautiful summer’s day.  The standard of dancing was very high and much help was gratefully received from traders and residents, in particular, Clive Hinton who collect, erected, dismantled and returned the stage.  

At the HERS meeting she had attended, 3 grants were approved.  There was still money available and further applications were invited.              

Councillor Mrs Marrott advised that she had been elected to the Board of Directors of the Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum.   

The Mayor advised that he had visited the Children’s Opportunity Centre in Coleford and, on a separate occasion, had started their charity bicycle ride.  Thanks were expressed to Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott, Councillor Mrs S Merrikin and Councillor C Lusty for standing in for him during his recent period of incapacity.  

126.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS

127.
ACCOUNTS

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.29pm.

126.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS

STAFF SALARY PAYMENT

During routine budget checks the Clerk had found that the Administrative Assistant had been incorrectly advised in writing on 5th November 2002, that her salary payment with effect from 1st April 2003, would be at NALC Scale Point 25.  The correct salary point was Point 8.  The salary had been paid at Point 25 from April 2003.  An Office sub-committee meeting had been held and this error was confirmed. 

The Administrative Assistant had been informed and given notice that, to regularise the situation, a new contract would be offered at Salary Point 8, to become effective from 1st September 2003.  All other terms and conditions would remain as in the original contract.    

The meeting was extended to 9.30p.m.

FINANCE

Moore Stephens, the external auditors, had returned the Annual Return for March 2003 as no risk assessments had been included.  Whilst a Risk Assessment statement had been completed no actual assessments had been carried out.  The Clerk was now booked to attend a Health and Safety and Risk Assessment course in mid-September and, together with suitably trained Councillors would prepare Risk Assessments and re-submit the Return to the Auditors.

MUSIC FESTIVAL  

Councillor N Penny advised that a meeting had been held between the District Council, Gloucestershire Constabulary and the Switched On committee.

The District Council’s main concerns were with the numbers attending and the organisation’s ability to handle the security.  They were happy with the duration of the event and had no complaints.

The Police wished for more consultation with the Switched on committee meeting at the Sergeant and Inspector levels.  In future there would be an increase in policing from the County level. Future meetings should include discussions with off-licences, public houses and the Town Council.     

127.
ACCOUNTS

2025 WAAW – Dancing through the Dean




100.00

2026 FODDC – Rates







111.00

2027 Shane Ball Gardening Services – June – reissued cheque

193.67

2028 Shane Ball Gardening Services – July 




193.67

2029 G E Capital Equipment Finance – photocopier lease


235.00

2030 Paul Smith Photography – prints of Town Shield


  47.00

2031 Ernest Heal & Sons – grave digging/emptying bins/top up graves     2065.25

2032 RBS Accounting Solutions – Y/E close down



381.88

2033 RBS Accounting Solutions – training – VGM



346.62

2034 The Crusty Loaf – sandwiches – Dancing through the Dean

  60.00

2035 PJ & PD Adams – grass cutting




          3840.72

2036 BT – fax








103.50

2037 BT – telephone







116.40

2038 GAPTC – books







  48.50

2039 Monmouthshire County Council – playground repair


  47.00

2040 OfficeStar – stationery






  47.63

2041 RBS Software Solutions – payroll support



  52.88

2042 University of Gloucestershire – Summer School – VGM

135.00

2043 FODDC – pest control – KGV





  61.15

2044 C Wilkins – salary






899.43

2045 V G Mitchell – salary





          1132.35


2046 GCC – pensions







457.83

2047 Inland Revenue – deductions





318.38

2048 GAPTC – new Councillors training




  60.00

2049 Mark Jones – amplification – Dancing through the Dean

150.00

2050 J A Marrott – travel expenses – GMTF




  48.90

2051 V G Mitchell – travel expenses – University of Gloucestershire
111.77

2052 Petty Cash







  75.00

2053 Tarmac – chippings KGV and Coleford Cemetery


  60.04

High Interest Account

10/07/03 Gross Credit Interest





230.01

28/07/03 Norwich Union






  12.13

Current Account

11/07/03 Sundry Credit - CAB - Rent 1/7/03 – 30/9/03 (£950.00)
       }

                                       - Gordon Blake (Annetts)        (£100.00)
       }
          

                                       - Town Shield – M S Morgan      (£9.40)
       } 1059.40    

21/07/03 HM Customs & Excise – VAT repayment to 31/03/03                6118.37

31/07/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Pickett/Waite/Clements)


550.00

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 9.29pm
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